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Annual Christmas Dinner-Dance on December 10th 

Compatriots donôt forget about the annual Louisville-Thruston Christmas Dinner-Dance to be 

held at the Louisville Boat Club on Friday, December 10, 2010. You can expect to be entertained 

once again with good food, music and the camaraderie of fellow members and their guests.  

More detailed information will be sent by email in the near future. 

Presidentôs Remarks 

 

the DAR ñHistory Teacher of the Year,ò Ron Adkisson and his wife, Cheryl. If this 

approach to teaching history could be implemented nationwide, what a noticeable 

difference it could make as far as the knowledge retained by todayôs students! 

 

Looking forward to the next meeting, Louisville-Thruston Chapter welcomes all 

local SAR and DAR members and their guests to our annual Christmas Dinner-

Dance to be held at the Louisville Boat Club on Friday evening, December 10, 2010. 

Further details will be forthcoming with the appropriate program, menu, costs and reservation forms. 

 

Results from our recent on-line survey are currently being analyzed, and we plan to get back to you in the near future with the 

results. I want to thank all those who took the time to answer the survey questions. Your ideas and opinions are very much ap-

preciated. The overall response from members was better than we hoped for with over 30% of eligible members participating. 

Thanks you again. 

 

Another topic I would like to address at this time is ñthe recovery of our chapter history.ò After serving as chapter secretary for 

seven years, I have become quite concerned by the lack of procedures in place to safeguard our chapter records, which after all,  

represents our history. In discussing this with Michael Christian, the National Headquarters Librarian, he has agreed to archive 

whatever records we can pull together. To date, I have collected three large binders of surviving chapter minutes and related 

material and turned them over to Mike for safe keeping. The periods covered in those binders are: March 24, 1981 to March 10, 

1990; the six years that Dan Allen served as secretary, August 4, 1990 to July 12, 1996; and the seven years I served as secre-

tary, March 8, 2003 to April 10, 2010. I now wish to appeal to all past officers and committee chairmen who may have retained 

copies of chapter minutes covering times other than those mentioned above. Please check your files and get back in touch. I 

will gladly make copies of all documents we are missing and return the originals to you. 

 

Fraternally yours, 

 

Henry Head, Chapter President 

The Long Rifleman 
The Louisville-Thruston Chapter 

* 50th Anniversary 1960 - 2010 *  

John Marshall DAR Chapter Regent Laura Jones 

and her staff put together a very well planned joint 

Constitution Day meeting on September 11th at the 

Audubon Country Club! The part of the program 

that explained the ñlive approachò concept to the 

teaching of history was outstanding, as presented by 



Volume 1, Issue 3                                                                                                                                               Page Two 

Constitution Week Joint Meeting Held September 11th 

A good gathering was in attendance for the annual joint Constitution Week Luncheon meeting for DAR, SAR and CAR, 

which was held at Audubon Country Club on Saturday, September 11, 2010. The host this year was the John Marshall 

Chapter DAR with Regent Laura Jones presiding over the meeting. The Colors were posted by members of Louisville-

Thrustonôs Dr. V. Edward Masters Memorial Color Guard. Official greetings were extended to all members by Cindy 

Stone, Fincastle Chapter, DAR; Mary Margaret Krahulec, Isaac Shelby Chapter, DAR; Rev. Forrest Chilton, Gov. Isaac 

Shelby Chapter, SAR; Henry Head, Louisville-Thruston Chapter, SAR; and Jordan Hall, Jack Jouett Chapter, CAR. 

 

The featured speaker was Ron Adkisson, selected by DAR as ñHistory Teacher of the Year.ò Ronôs presentation was enti-

tled ñKeeping History Alive.ò Ably assisted by his wife, Cheryl, Ron demonstrated his unique approach to the teaching of 

American history by directly involving his students in ñacting outò historic scenes complete with the addition of period 

attire. 

 

 

 

Susan Osborne, 1st Vice Regent, Fincastle Chapter DAR, 

stands with members of Louisville-Thrustonôs Color Guard 

prior to posting of the Colors. 
Louisville-Thruston President Henry Head was in-

vited to extend greetings to attendees by Laura 

Jones, Regent of John Marshall Chapter. DAR. 

A family affair. Janet Hickey Upton, Registrar for the John Marshall Chapter DAR, did the paper-

work that enabled her husband and three brothers to become members of  SAR. (l to r) Janet Hickey 

Upton, William W. Upton, Patrick Hickey, Phyllis Hickey, Stephen Hickey, Theresa Hickey, Beth 

Hickey and Paul Hickey 
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Constitution Week Meeting (cont.) 

Two special presentations were made during the meeting by Louisville-Thruston President Henry Head - Jon E. Huffman, 3rd Vice 

President and Chapter Historian, was awarded a Meritorious Service Medal and Certificate for his efforts in helping to establish the 

chapter web site and newsletter; also Janet Upton, Registrar, John Marshall Chapter DAR, was presented a Certificate of Apprecia-

tion for completing the paperwork that enabled her husband and three brothers to join SAR thereby giving Louisville-Thruston four 

new members. Thank you, Janet! 

  

Louisville-Thruston Chapter President Henry Head presented a 

Certificate of Achievement to Janet Hickey Upton, shown here 

with her husband and new SAR member, William W. Upton. 

Jon E. Huffman was awarded the Meritorious 

Service Medal and Certificate by President 

Henry Head. 

 

 

Meeting attendees included (l to r) Ann Franklin, John Mar-

shall Chapter, DAR, with NSSAR President General David J. 

Sympson and his wife, Evelyn. DAR ñHistory Teacher of the Yearò Ron Adkisson with 

his wife, Cheryl. 
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The Role of the Clergy in the Revolutionary War 

 

Throughout history the Clergy have played an integral part in military structure, and their role during the Revolutionary War was 

no exception. Basically there were three religious stances to the War, the same three that exist today - some clerics were religious 

crusaders, some were pacifists and would not participate, and some were combatants, who accepted that war is a grim reality and a 

sad necessity of life. In the following article, Rev. Paul W. ñSonnyò Smith discusses the role of the Chaplaincy in the Revolutionary 

War. He currently holds the office of Chaplain, Louisville-Thruston Chapter and has been a chapter member for 10 years.  

The Revolutionary War brought some unique problems for the Clergy in the American Colonies. When 

the war started, it is estimated that there were some 3200 churches divided among eighteen denomina-

tions, and not all shared the same enthusiasm for rebellion and liberty from British rule. The priests of 

the Church of England had promised in their Ordination vows to obey the monarch, who was the titular 

head of the Church of England. With the outbreak of war, many Anglican priests returned to England, 

while others stayed and preached loyalty to the Crown. A few supported the Revolution. Protestant 

ministers, on the other hand, did not have the problem of remaining loyal to the King. Their Ordination 

vows did not include a clause pledging allegiance to the Crown, and many of these pastors enlisted in 

the service and encouraged their flocks to do likewise. 

 

From the beginning of the War, there were chaplains for the American troops. Estimates range from 

111 to 179 clergy who served during the conflict. At first, the Chaplaincy was a totally unorganized   

system with some clergy commissioned by governors, while others were part of various militias, and some commissioned by authori-

ties in the national army. These men were officers of a regiment rather than members of a Chaplainôs Corps per se. On January 16, 

1776, Congress passed the ñChaplaincy Actò authorizing one chaplain for every two regiments. The normal term of service at the 

start of the war was six months, and pay was set at thirty three and one third dollars per month. In February 1777, Congress reorgan-

ized the Chaplaincy service, requiring all chaplains to be commissioned by Congress, and in April 1777, pay was increased to forty 

dollars. 

 

Chaplains bore arms, at least the sword of an officer and a gentleman, and occasionally a firearm as well. Many used their weapons 

upon occasion, although it would seem that their normal position during and after a battle was with the wounded. ñMy station in time 

of action I knew to be among the surgeons,ò John Gano reported. Many chaplains also served as surgeons since many had been 

trained as professional medical men as well as clergy before joining the army. One chaplain, David Avery, brought his own medical 

chest because of the lack of supplies in the army. 

 

In general, the duties of the chaplains were to (1) Conduct divine services, (2) Obey superior officers and Congress, and (3) Act as a 

representative of God. They normally said prayers before the reading of the Orders in the morning, before a march and before Roll 

Call at night. They held Sunday services and officiated at funerals. They performed marriages, both within the camp and for nearby 

civilian churches who were without pastors. There was no specific uniform, although some chaplains wore an officerôs uniform with-

out the epaulets. Most wore civilian clothing, and there is no record of the use of black fabrics. Clerical collars were not introduced 

until much later, although they may have used ñpreaching tabsò during services. 

 

Most services were held in open spaces, and all troops were expected to attend. If you missed a service, you could spend a few hours 

digging out tree stumps. Sermons were usually of a practical nature in which the chaplain would urge upon the men temperance, 

vigilance, cleanliness and honesty. The temperance topic must have been interesting since it was the chaplains who normally distrib-

uted the required daily ration of rum, a practice that continued until the 19th century. Benjamin Franklinôs forces on the Pennsyl-

vania frontier received their daily rum ration by the chaplain only if they were in formation for prayers. 

 

A distant relative of mine, The Revôd Benjamin Du Bois, was a minister in the Dutch Reformed Church. In 1764, he became a pastor 

of two churches in New Jersey, but he had his share of ministerial problems. One rose from his desire to lay aside the Dutch lan-

guage in preaching, which met with considerable resistance; another from the Tory influence during the Revolutionary War; and 

another from the opposition of his predecessor who had been ousted for, God forbid, intemperance. 

 

ñHis ministry was faithful and successful; his sermons sound, evangelical and practical; his zeal for the work so ardent that he kept 

on in very advanced life, although sometimes he would faint away in the pulpit, and his people often feared that he would die in the 

effort of his preaching.ò 

 

During the Revolutionary War, he actively sided with the patriots, commended their cause in his sermons and in his prayers and 

sometimes shouldered his musket and knapsack and took his place in the ranks, all to the great disgust of some of his Tory 
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The Role of the Clergy (cont.) 

Parishioners and to the indignation of the British soldiers. 

 

So, as we can see, there was wide diversity of commitment shown by the Clergy during the Revolutionary War. Some stayed at 

home and were paid by their churches; some joined the Chaplain Corps and served as chaplains to the sick and wounded; some 

served as surgeons as well as chaplains; and some joined the ranks and fought the British when called upon. 

 

 

Rev. Paul W. Smith 

Chaplain, Louisville-Thruston Chapter 

The NSSAR Genealogy Library Has Relocated! 

Attention Compatriots! The NSSAR Genealogy Library has relocated to its new headquarters at 809 W. Main Street in the Museum 

District of downtown Louisville across from the Louisville Slugger Museum. The library is open to the public, and Library Director 

Michael Christian invites everyone to come and visit their new facility. The phone number remains the same - (502) 589-1776. 

  

Approximately three hundred people gathered for dedication cere-

monies for the new NSSAR Library held on Saturday, September 

25, 2010. Louisville-Thruston President Henry Head and Past Presi-

dent Will Schrader were among the attendees. 
The NSSAR Genealogy Library has relocated to 809 W. 

Main Street in the historic heart of downtown Louisville. 

 


