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Mel Hankla to Speak at June 12th Meeting 

Compatriots wonôt want to miss the upcoming Flag Day Luncheon scheduled for June 12th at the 

Audubon Country Club in Louisville. Mel Hankla will present a talk entitled ñThe Kentucky 

Rifle - Americaôs Excalibur.ò Mel is probably best known for his portrayal of historical figures 

such as Simon Kenton, Isaac Shelby and Benjamin Franklin, and his picture was recently fea-

tured on the cover of the SAR Magazine as George Rogers Clark. Mel is also an authority on the 

style of early American firearm commonly dubbed the Kentucky Rifle, and he will tell about two 

brothers, Conrad and Michael Humble, early gunsmiths in the Kentucky region. The Humble 

brothers built high quality, artistic long rifles, and Mel will bring along examples of their work 

signed by the makers. Circle June 12th on your calendar, and join us in welcoming fellow com-

patriot Mel Hankla to our next chapter meeting.  

Presidentôs Remarks 

 It is a pleasure and an honor for me to have the opportunity to serve as your Chapter 

President for this 2010-2011 year. I need your support by your continuing to attend 

chapter meetings and encouraging your fellow compatriots to give this yearôs meet-

ings another chance. The Board of Governors is striving to make our meetings more 

interesting and more enjoyable, as well as more reasonable cost-wise! 

 

It is also a pleasure to re-introduce our dormant ñLONG RIFLEMANò newsletter! 

We are very fortunate to have Compatriot Jon E. Huffman step forward to revive our 

newsletter as Editor. Jon is also our 3rd Vice President. The newsletter will be avail-

able ñon-lineò only and will be electronically tied to our new website. Jon, with tre-

mendous help from Lexington Chapterôs Del White, has been hard-at-work creating 

our chapterôs website, which can be visited at < www.louthrustonsar.org >  A tip of 

the hat and hardy applause is due Jon and Del.   

2010 New Members 

We have gained fourteen new members since January 1, 2010. Please welcome John T. Bondurant; John V. Cassady; Michael 

E. Garland; Edward L. Horn; Kenneth R. Layman; John D. Norris; Keith W. Norris; Richard L. Norris; Richard L. Norris Jr.; 

Scott A. Norris; Stephen A. Root; Timothy D. Root; Charles C. Stem and Christopher Stem. 

This November, we have our 50th anniversary of the founding of the Louisville-Thruston Chapter of KYSSAR, (1960-2010). 

See ñHistory of the Louisville-Thruston Chapterò on our new website for detailed information. 

 

Henry Head, Chapter President 

The Long Rifleman 

The Louisville-Thruston Chapter 
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Annual Meeting Held on April 10th 

 

On the agenda of the April 10 annual meeting was the installation of new officers for 2010-2011. 

They are (L to R) Chancellor & Past-President Stephen C. Emery, Treasurer Joseph L. Shields, 3rd 

Vice President Jon E. Huffman, 2nd Vice President Kennedy H. Clark, 1st Vice President John H. 

Huffman, Sr., President-Elect George E. Meyers, President Henry E. Head, KYSSAR President 

James B. Strohmeier, Secretary David L. Head, and Chaplain Rev. Paul W. Smith. (Registrar Jesse 

Hagan and Historian Francis L. Wortham were not in attendance.) 

 
Louisville-Thruston Chapterôs annual luncheon meeting was held 

on Saturday, April 10, at the Louisville Country Club. After the 

posting of Colors by members of the V. Edward Masters Color 

Guard, Color Guard Commander Dan Klinck briefly described the 

flags on display at the podium. Past-President William C. Schrader  

was presented a certificate and medal for meritorious service. On 

the agenda was the installation of new officers for 2010-2011. Past

-President Stephen C. Emery officially handed the gavel to incom-

ing President Henry E. Head. As Chairman of the Commendation 

Award Committee, Chaplain Rev. Paul W. Smith presented certifi-

cates of appreciation and medals to Firefighter Paul R. ñBobbyò 

Cooper and Police Detective John Andrew Wilder.  

 

Our featured speaker was Gary Falk of the Louisville Historical 

League, who informed the group about Fort-on-Shore, the first 

permanent settlement erected on the site of what is today the city 

of Louisville. (For more details about this interesting aspect of 

local history see the narrative on page four by Will Schrader) 
Past-President Steve Emery (L) congratulated in-

coming President Henry Head. 

Lapel rosette pins were awarded to Joseph Bondurant and Christopher Woo by President Henry Head. Both members were 

attending their first chapter meeting. At the close of the meeting new KYSSAR President James Bach Strohmeier ad-

dressed the gathering. 
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President Steve Emery (L) pre-

sented Past-President William 

C. Schrader a certificate and 

medal for meritorious service. 

 

Gary Falk of the Louisville 

Historical League spoke to the 

group about Fort-on-Shore. 

 

The Fire Safety Award was given to Paul R. 

ñBobbyò Cooper of the Louisville Fire Dept. Shown 

with firefighter Cooper and his wife, Meredith, are 

President Henry Head and Chaplain Rev. Paul W. 

Smith. 

 

John Andrew Wilder with the Louisville 

Metro Police Dept. received the Law Enforce-

ment Award. Pictured are President Henry 

Head, Chaplain Rev. Paul W. Smith, Detective 

Wilder and his wife, Abby. 

 
 

New member rosette pins were given to first-time 

attendees, Joseph Bondurant (L) and Christopher 

Woo. 

 

KYSSAR President James Bach 

Strohmeier addressed members 

during the program. 

Annual Meeting (cont.) 
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Fort -on-Shore 

 Fort -on-Shore ca 1780 

In May, 1778, General George Rogers Clark arrived at Corn Island in the 

Ohio River at the beginning of the rapids known as the Falls of the Ohio. 

He was commander of the Illinois Regiment of Virginia, accompanied by 

troops and settlers. Thus began the settlement which grew into Louisville. 

While still in Kaskasia following his victories further west, Clark sent or-

ders that the settlers establish a base on the Kentucky shore. In the fall of 

1778, under the leadership of Richard Chenoweth they did so, erecting the 

first permanent settlement from which Louisville grew. The settlement 

was called Fort-on-Shore. It was located between Eleventh and Twelfth on 

Rowan Street in todayôs Louisville, an area of dying industrial enterprises 

and virtually no residences. It was not until January, 1781, that the better 

known Fort Nelson was begun several blocks farther east at Eighth and 

Main. Some local troops remained at Fort-on-Shore for about four years. 

 

Over the ensuing years, Fort-on-Shore disappeared entirely and was all but 

forgotten. Under the leadership of Col. Reuben Durrett, the founder of the 

Filson Club and a stout supporter of local history, and in connection with 

the centennial of Louisvilleôs founding, memory was jostled, and Fort-on-

Shore was remembered. It was not until 1912, however, that a marker was 

erected on the site of that original settlement. This marker was placed by 

the Kentucky Society, SAR, and can be seen in photographs taken at the 

time by Rogers Clark Ballard Thruston, for whom the Louisville 

Thruston Chapter, SAR is named. At that time there was no separate Louisville chapter, but the state and local were the same. The 

marker was a fountain, offering drink to man and beast on two levels, and clearly recognizing the role of the SAR in its erection. 

Some time after World War II, perhaps in connection with urban renewal, or perhaps merely through vandalism, this impressive 

marker disappeared. 

 
A few years ago, Mr. Gary Falk of the Louisville His-

torical League contacted SAR Headquarters about the 

possibility of support for a new marker on this same 

site. Joe Harris, Executive Director of SAR, contacted 

William Schrader, then Secretary of the Kentucky So-

ciety SAR and President-Elect of the Louisville Thrus-

ton Chapter. Among the three of them a strategy was 

worked out to raise the $2300 needed for a historical 

marker. At the request of Compatriot Schrader, The 

Louisville Thruston Chapter pledged $250, the Ken-

tucky Society pledged $250, and the George Washing-

ton Endowment Fund of the National Society pledged 

$800. Gary Fauk received a pledge of $1000 from 

Councilman David Tandy, in whose district the site is 

located. There have been frustrating months since then 

dealing with the bureaucratic red tape involved in get-

ting approval from the Kentucky Historical Society, 

operating under the aegis of the Kentucky Tourism, 

Arts, and Heritage Cabinet, but approval has been 

achieved. The text of the marker will recognize the 

sponsorship of the SAR. The site is only a couple of 

blocks from the new SAR Headquarters on Main 

Street. 

When the marker is unveiled, Louisville Thrustonôs Dr. V. Edward Masters Memorial Color Guard will take part in the ceremony. 

 

William C. Schrader, Past-President 

Louisville Thruston Chapter, SAR                                                                                                                                            



Volume 1, Issue 1                                                                                                                                                                        Page Five 

Color Guard Activities  

  

At the April 10th annual meeting, Color Guard Com-

mander Dan Klinck discussed the Gadsden flag with the 

coiled rattlesnake and famous defiant motto. 

Compatriot Will Schrader congratulates a 

happy new citizen at the Naturalization 

Ceremony on April 9th.. 

 

On April 17th, members of the V. Edward Masters Memorial Color Guard partici-

pated at the opening ceremony of the St. Matthews Little League baseball season. 

Shown are (L to R) drummer Renee Shields, drummer Hayden Fuller, Terry 

Brown, Color Guard Commander Dan Klinck and President Henry Head. 

 

Drummer Paul Whitty is the latest 

member to join the Color Guard, 

enlisting in March 2009. 


